August 2022
Newsletter
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ST. JOHN
Sundays
Contemporary service 8am
Sunday School/ Bible study 9:15am
Traditional service 10:30am
Tuesdays
Celebrate Recovery meetings 5-8pm
Wednesdays
Woman’s Bible study 5pm
1st & 3rd Saturday
Men’s Bible study
1st Saturday
Hymn Sing 2pm
3rd Sunday 12noon
Prayer Walk

Meetings
8/1/22
8/2/22

Elders
Altar Guild
Lutheranns
8/15/22 Trustees
Education
Finance
Tech & Comm
8/28/22 Church Picnic

6pm
1pm
1:30pm
5pm
6pm
6:30pm
7pm
10am

If you, or someone you know
needs any clothing or household goods,
or furniture, we can help.
We receive donations of many,
many, items to help those in need, at no
charge.
Just call the church to arrange a
time to browse our inventory for what
you need.

ST JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 404 Jefferson Street, Rochester, Indiana 46975
Rev. Curtis A. May, Pastor Office: 574-223-6898, Home:574-835-8355, Anita’s phone: 260-302-6533
E-Mail: stjohnlutheran@rtcol.com Web Site: www.stjohns-churchlcms.org

What God says about Communion/Lord’s Supper
John6:52–56ESV
52
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is
true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57
As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58
This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread
will live forever.”
1Corinthians11:23-32ESV
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.
27
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning
the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29
For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many
of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when
we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.
23

Matthew26:28ESV
28
for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Most people think that the Lords Supper is sharing a meal with our Lord Jesus. After you have read “What God says
about communion,” I hope you now believe you are having a meal of our Lord Jesus who gave His Body and Blood to be
food of forgiveness and remembrance of how and why Jesus Christ gave up His Body and Blood for us.
Our Lord Jesus Christ did not die on the cross to just give us food and drink. Christ gave Himself up to suffering
and dying on the cross to forgive all of our sins. And this, Christ did out of the love of our God who brings salvation to
all whom He calls. Though God calls all to be His adopted children, only those who listen to the Holy Spirit and believe
will inherit eternal life. One also has to realize that eternal life is also eternal relationship with our benevolent and
loving God.
The question that most people have is, “Why cannot everybody take communion?” First realize that one does
not need communion to be saved and have eternal life and relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. There are serious
qualifications in God’s word before one can take the Lord’s Supper. Again Read “What God says about communion.”
These qualifications are why we (LCMS) have Catechism for our youth, new members who do not know Christ,
and new members who come from different denominations. Not all denominations teach correctly the seriousness of
taking the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior.
Without the proper knowledge and teaching of the Lord’s Supper we would be allowing people to take it to their
judgement. This is not in our hearts to see one be judged. This also brings judgement upon the pastor serving the Lord’s
Supper.
James 3:1 ESV Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with
greater strictness.3
This is not about us or you, but rather about what our God wants for all believers.
John 3:17 ESV 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.

Pastor’s Page
Luke 11:1–4 1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished,
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
2
And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread, 4and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive
everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”
We say the words, but do you meditate on their meaning? We repeat these
words every Sunday, but do you know what you are saying? We recite these words,
but do you actually pray them. Let us not use what God has given us in vain. Using
the Lord’s Prayer in vain is the same as using God’s name in vain. And to note,
worshiping God in vain is using God’s name in vain. Let us live our lives in God and
God in us.
A prayer does not have to be elaborate; it just needs to be genuine and truly from
your heart. Remember God knows your heart better than you do and He knows your
truth better than you do. However, God wants to hear and see our worship and
prayers no matter how we pray or worship if it is truly worship and true prayer.
As we pray for forgiveness, we should always realize that we too should forgive.
If we do not forgive than we will not be forgiven. (Matthew 6:14,15). In other words,
it seems hard to ask for forgiveness if we are not willing to forgive other people
ourselves. This too is making our prayer true and genuine when we learn to forgive.
Luke 11:5–8 5And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6for a friend of mine
has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer
from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in
bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8I tell you, though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise
and give him whatever he needs.
It almost seems off subject as Jesus is talking about prayer. However, Jesus is
telling us that no matter what time or circumstance we face, He will answer our prayer
at just the right time. Many would not bother his neighbor at midnight to ask for food
for their guests. And many who would be wakened at midnight would be a little put
out by being woken up to help someone who asks such meaningless requests.
However, God answers all prayers at all times and considers all prayer meaningful.
So, if you ask God for a million dollars at 2am, He will take it seriously and answer
no most of the time.
We want God to answer all our prayers, and God wants us, with good heart, to
answer all requests. God answers our prayers out of his wisdom and love for us even,
and especially, when the answer is no or a little different then what we prayed. What

we should pray for should align with God’s will. So, think of it this way… As God
loves us, He wants us to love one another in the same way.
This, too, makes our prayer genuine and true that we love one another. There
are many people including yourselves that need each other’s love. One way we know
to show our love to others is by helping them. Another way would be to console them
when they are mourning or suffering through grief. Yet another way to help someone
is to be someone they can trust through confidentiality. Look around, who here can
you trust, and better yet, who can trust you? Can you be a sounding board without
being a broadcasting board?
Luke 11:11–13 11What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead
of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
This is a call to look at your own heart instead of your own sinful desires. I
think Jesus would have put it this way… This is the time to examine your own heart
and the log in your own eye instead of looking at the needs and desires of your flesh.
Certainly, we give good gifts based on what we have and how we feel. God gives
greater gifts and one of the greatest, if not the greatest, is the Holy Spirit.
Why is the Holy Spirit the greatest gift? The Holy Spirit sanctifies us, that is,
He makes us holy and that too, works towards our salvation. You see, we need the
“Whole of God,” that is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit for our salvation.
And God gives the “Whole of Himself” to us in many ways, and one of these ways is
through our genuine and true prayer. You see, it is the Holy Spirit that sends and
translates and interoperates our prayers to God the Father. (Romans 8:26)
Luke 11:9–10 9And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and the
one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
Jesus suffered and died on the way to the cross and He suffered on the cross
itself to give us forgiveness of sin. It is that forgiveness that leads to eternal life.
Jesus rose from the dead to show us there is life eternal waiting for us. It is that
Christ’s resurrection defeated death so it no longer can hold even we, God’s children.
Jesus ascended into heaven so that we know He sits at the righthand of the Father
whom we send our prayers to, who we thank, and who we give glory too. We have a
God who loves us through answered prayer even when, and especially when, He
answers with a no or in a different way than we prayed, and even greater, eternal life
with our Lord. Amen
Written by Pastor Curtis A. May

Saturday Hymn Sing
Aug 6 at 2pm

We are continuing our
Hymn Singing Events
1st Saturday of the month
starting August 6th
Bring your family and friends to sing
praises to our Lord.
Old hymns and New favorites.
Requests encouraged!
St. John Lutheran Church
404 Jefferson St.
Rochester, IN 46975

If you, or someone you know needs any clothing or
household goods, or furniture, we can help.
We receive donations of many, many, items
to help those in need, at no charge.
Just call the church to arrange a time to browse
our inventory for what you need.

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S CHILDREN
Amelia
George Meyer
Frotzie French- stroke
Bob & Deb Sears
Kristen Sears
Ellie Langley
Sandy Hoover
Pastor KC & wife Terri
Mike Austin
Nick & Nancy Brown
Holly Hines

Cleo- going blind
Curt Henriott-Conner
Greyson & Oaklyn
Chris Carter
Roger
David Schaffer-cancer
Angie Johnson- cancer
Linda Wireman-cancer
Dennis Jaeger
Staci Woodcox & family
Tyson- sis-in-law shot

Nancy Marsh- heart
John Cano
Ayden Dillie
Mark & Diane Jones
Fred Jones
Allen May
Sargon
Victor & Diana Waech
People of Ukraine & Russia
Those with mental illness
For a blessed school year

PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
Nick & Nancy Brown
Carole Dale
Carol Foreman
Dennis Grosnickle
Doris Jackson

Darlene Nelson
Charlene Schroer
Pat Shanklin
Violet Seiwert
Kham & Mani Siyousak
Helen Notz

Victor & Diana Waech
Bill & Shirley Willard
Mary Jo McCool
Norma Murray
Fred St. John

Sun

August 2022

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

Altar Guild
1pm
Lutheranns
1:30

7

*Contemp 8am
Sun school 9:15
*Tradition 10:30

14

Contemp 8am
Sun school 9:15
Tradition 10:30

21

*Contemp 8am
Sun school 9:15
*Tradition 10:30

CR 5-8pm

Women’s Bible
study 5pm

8

9

10

CR 5-8pm

Women’s Bible
study 5pm

16

17

CR 5-8pm

Women’s Bible
study 5pm

23

24

CR 5-8pm

Women’s Bible
study 5pm

30

31

CR 5-8pm

Women’s Bible
study 5pm

15

22

Prayer Walk

28

29

5

Sat

6

Men’s Bible
study 9am
Hymn Sing
2pm

Elders 6pm

Trustees 5pm
Education 6pm
Finance 6:30
Tech & Com 7p

Fri

Church picnic
10am

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

+Sacrificial
Sunday is an
extra giving
opportunity.

*Communion
offered

Men’s Bible
study 9am

